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The United Nations, through it’s Under Secretary for Legal Affairs, Patricia O’Brien, rejected a claim by 155 Roma Internally Displaced Persons in Kosovo who were relocated on lead poisoned land by UN agencies including UNMIK on the disingenuous reasoning that the claims are an attack on the UNMIK administration of Kosovo rather than a private law claim.  For five years and five months, the UN Office of Legal Affairs took no action to resolve the case until 25 July 2011.





The community of Roma filed the claim on 6 February 2006 under Assembly Resolution 52-247 that clearly says: 





9.	Decides also, in respect of third-party claims against the Organization for personal injury, illness or death resulting from peacekeeping operations, that:





(a) Compensable types of injury or loss shall be limited to economic loss, such as medical and rehabilitation expenses, loss of earnings, loss of financial support, transportation expenses associated with the injury, illness or medical care, legal and burial expenses; …





The claim made by the Roma was clearly a claim for personal injury, illness and death caused by the lead poisoning the families and children were subjected to by the placement on toxic land.  The claim had to assert that UNMIK was responsible because they were the interim administration of Kosovo at the time.  While UNMIK certainly has, as commented by many different agencies and authors, done a very bad job as interim administration, the claim under A Res. 52-247 was clearly for the resulting injury and loss suffered by the Roma and thus a private law claim covered by the resolution.  





The UN excused their behavior by claiming that the entire Mitrovica area is lead contaminated and indeed it is.  However, the Roma clearly showed that they were forced out of a location of low contamination and relocated onto a location of high contamination, after being in that toxic location their blood lead levels were many times higher than that of the surrounding population, and WHO repeatedly urged immediate evacuation due to the serious health hazards.  UNMIK took no action.  Now, under a spurious argument, they claim no responsibility whatsoever.





It is a shameful day when the leading international human rights organization denies even the appearance of justice for one of the world most abused minorities.








