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From Lord Avebury

April 25, 2011

CLOSURE OF LEAD CONTAMINATED CAMPS IN KOSOVO & TREATMENT FOR LEAD POISONING

Dear Mr Selimi

I understand that you are the task manager for the camp closure project and am writing as Vice-Chair of the UK Parliamentary All-Party Group on Human Rights, and Secretary of the All-Party Group on Gypsies, Roma and Travellers.

I am aware of the purpose of the project funded by USAID and the EC, and being implemented by Mercy Corps, namely to relocate the families from the toxic camps of Cesmin Lug and Osterode, and to provide medical treatment for the children affected by lead poisoning. 

I understand that so far about 100 families have been resettled in the previous neighbourhood at Roma Mahalla, but that some 40 families remain in Osterode. I also understand that 10 of these families are defined as “at risk” and as such, are unable to relocate to Mahalla. They and their children are still subject to intense contamination. 

Furthermore, I am told that only one child is currently being treated for lead poisoning in the Mahalla though 95% of those tested after relocation have dangerously high levels of lead. No children are as far as I am aware, receiving proper nutrition as part of the project, nor are they receiving help for cognitive impairment.

Would you please let me have details of the how the money allocated by the EU has been used up to the latest convenient date, and in particular what sums have been made allocated for the childrens' nutrition and also for their developmental assessment and intervention? 

You are no doubt aware of the advice in the paper “Managing Elevated Blood Lead Levels Among Young Children: Recommendations from the Advisory Committee on Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention” on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website  

http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/CaseManagement/caseManage_main.htm
Would you be kind enough to let me know what independent checks you have made, at what intervals, to satisfy yourselves that your agents comply with the recommendations in Chapter 3, dealing with Chapter 4 dealing with Nutritional Assessment and Interventions, and Chapter 5, dealing with Developmental Assessment and Interventions
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