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To whom it may concern 

I have been asked to comment on the blood lead results recorded for the children living in camps for 
displaced people in Kosovo. 

My qualifications 

I am Professor of Environmental Toxicology at the University of Leeds and a member of the Unit 
of Molecular Epidemiology in the School of Medicine at the University. I have been at the 
University since 1977. 

I hold a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry (1969) and a Doctor of Philosophy degree in 
Biochemistry (1973). 

Most of my research is on the effects of chemicals on health and I have published many papers and 
articles in both the scientific and medical press over the years. 

I am member of a number of UK Government committees which make recommendations on 
matters pertaining to the regulation of chemicals. In 1989 I became a member of the Working 
Group on the Assessment of Toxic Chemicals (WATCH) in the Health and Safety Executive. Since 
1994 I have also been a member of the Advisory Committee on Toxic Substances in the Health and 
Safety Executive. The Committees in the Health and Safety Executive, of which I am a member, 
review evidence on the hazards of chemicals and the risk of exposure to these in the workplace, and 
recommend exposure limits for air concentrations of chemicals. 

For the last 3 years I have been a member of a committee which sets occupational health exposure 
standards in the European Union; the committee is the Scientific Committee for Occupational 
Exposure Limits ( SCOEL ). 

The lead results in the children 

I have reviewed the blood test results for the children, results which were first available in 2004. 
The results indicated blood leads for most children at values greater than 65 micrograms per 
decilitre ( 65 ug/dl ). The values were so high that the instrument could only provide a value at the 
upper limit for which it was programmed to give reliable results. So the actual blood lead results 
would have been higher than 65 ug/dl. We have no idea how high they might have been. 

Results for successive years since then have indicated a range of values with many children as late 
as 2008 having blood leads greater than 65 ug/dl. For 2007 and 2008 most children had blood leads 
over 30 ug/dl with many having values over 40 ug/dl . 
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